
 

 

January 28, 2015 
 
 
Dear Yvan Ung: 
 
It is a great pleasure to offer you admission to the Ph.D. program of the School of Physics and 
Astronomy at the University of Minnesota!  Our faculty is very impressed by your achievements 
and feels that your interests and capabilities are an excellent fit with our program.  
 
The School of Physics and Astronomy will support your graduate study by awarding you a 
teaching assistantship for the 2015-2016 academic year.   This teaching assistantship will provide 
you with support both to pursue your studies and to contribute to the School's education program 
by leading discussion sessions and laboratories for undergraduate students in physics.  This offer 
also includes a guarantee of full financial support from the School for two additional academic 
years beyond 2015-2016, and the expectation that you will continue to be supported until you 
have completed your Ph.D., contingent on satisfactory progress.  Future academic year support 
could be through fellowships, teaching assistantships, research assistantships, or some 
combination.  Students are expected to begin collaborating with a permanent Ph.D. faculty 
adviser in the second or third year of study, after which their support should transition to 
research assistantships.  Summer support beyond 2016 will be contingent on the availability of 
funding, but in the past all students with clear research plans have received summer support.   
 
Graduate student appointments are nominally for 20 hours per week.  The current hourly rate is 
$23.50, so the total 9-month stipend for 2014-2015 is $18,330 plus full tuition ($15,458 for 
Minnesota residents and $23,680 for nonresidents).  In addition to academic year support we are 
offering you guaranteed support for summer 2016 in the form of a fellowship to work with a 
faculty member on a mutually agreed upon project.  Including summer support, the 12-month 
stipend for graduate students in our program for this year is $24,440 plus full tuition.  We  
anticipate the stipends to be raised by at least 2% for next year, subject to administrative 
approval.  All graduate student appointments include a benefits package with comprehensive 
health insurance and subsidized dependent and dental care.  Currently this benefit has a base 
value of approximately $4,346.00.  If you have a partner who would like to move with you to 
Minnesota, please let us know, as we may be able to help him/her identify career options. 
 
In addition to the support mentioned above, we will award you a supplemental scholarship of 
$2,500 during the fall 2015 semester to help you in your transition to Minnesota. 
 
The School of Physics and Astronomy offers truly outstanding opportunities and facilities for 
your graduate study.  In the past five years we have increased our faculty size by more than 20%, 
to 60 professors.  We have opened the beautiful new $85M Physics and Nanotechnology 
building and we are designing a $92.5M renovation of the historic Tate Laboratory of Physics, 
which will be completed before you start your third year of graduate study.  The University of 
Minnesota campus and our community have experienced a boom of construction and 



 

 

development.  We believe that you will find the University and the Twin Cities to be a beautiful, 
dynamic and affordable place to study and live.   
 
Your selection for a University of Minnesota teaching assistantship is a reflection of your talents 
and hard work in preparing for post-graduate studies.  We are excited about the prospect of your 
coming to Minnesota and hope that you will keep us informed throughout your decision process.  
A formal acceptance of this offer will be required by April 15, 2015, and should be sent to the 
Physics Graduate Program at the University of Minnesota.  Note that any tentative affirmation 
that you might make will not compromise your freedom to change your mind before April 15.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me (phone 612-624-0506 or e-mail kapusta@physics.umn.edu) 
or the Assistant to the DGS (grad@physics.umn.edu) if you have any questions or concerns.  I 
am looking forward to meeting you this spring.  
 
Best regards, 
 

 
 
Joseph Kapusta 
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies 
School of Physics and Astronomy 
 
Attachment:  Council of Graduate Schools Resolution 
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